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Clean Sweep Hazardous Waste Collection Site Closes for 2017

Dairy Producers Allowed to Opt Out of Dairy MPP for 2018
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that starting Sept. 1,
2017, dairy producers can enroll for 2018 coverage in the Margin Protection Program (MPP-Dairy). However,
more importantly Secretary Sonny Perdue has utilized additional flexibility this year by providing dairy
producers with the option of opting out of the program for 2018.

The Agriculture Secretary is using his authority to allow producers to withdraw from the MPP Dairy Program
and not pay the annual administrative fee for 2018. The decision is in response to requests by the dairy
industry and a number of MPP-Dairy program participants that have not been happy with the program. By
opting out, a producer would not receive any MPP-Dairy benefits if payments are triggered for 2018. The
decision to allow farmers to opt out of the program will be for 2018 only and is not retroactive to 2017 or any
of the other previous years of the program.
To opt out farmers simply need to just not sign up for the program in 2018 to save the $100 administrative fee.
There is no paperwork required through the FSA office to opt out of the program in 2018. Thus producers
don’t need to do anything to opt out of the program. Producers opting out of the MPP for 2018 will be allowed
to participate in the Livestock Gross Margin Program in 2018.
The voluntary MPP Dairy program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, was designed to provide financial
assistance to participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed
costs – falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. However, the program has not been popular
with dairy producers because the program has provided little relief in combating low milk profit margins.
MPP-Dairy gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage levels best suited for their
operation. Enrollment ends on Dec. 15, 2017, for coverage in calendar year 2018. Dairy farmers that wish to
continue to participate will remain in the program through Dec. 31, 2018, and be required to pay a minimum
$100 administrative fee for 2018 coverage. Producers have the option of selecting a different coverage level
from the previous coverage year during open enrollment.
Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions Producers can mail
the appropriate form to the producer’s administrative county FSA office, along with applicable fees, without
necessitating a trip to the local FSA office. For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy
or contact the Green County Farm Service Agency at 608-325-4195.

Late Summer Cutting Management of Alfalfa
Due to abundant rainfall this year many farms where able to get 4 cuttings prior to Labor Day, but there
are always questions about those fields that have a nice regrowth, but were not ready or able to be cut by
Labor Day. This raises the question of best cutting management of alfalfa harvest as the end of summer
approaches.
If we want good winter survival and rapid green up for good yield next year, alfalfa must either:
1. Be cut early enough in the fall to regrow and replenish root carbohydrates and proteins or
2. Be cut so late that the alfalfa does not regrow or use any root carbohydrates.
This has resulted in the recommendation of a ‘no-cut’ window from Sept 1 to killing frost for Wisconsin.
However, recent research has helped to better define this window by indicating that alfalfa needs 500
growing degree days (GDD, base 41 degrees F.) accumulated until a killing frost (25 degrees F.) after the
last summer cutting to regrow sufficiently for good winter survival and yield the next year. Thus the
temperatures following cutting for alfalfa regrowth are more important than the dates. This means we
can cut as late as 500 GDD without hurting the winter survival.
On the other extreme, we can also cut so late that little regrowth occurs. Cutting when 200 GDD or less
will occur indicates that there will be insufficient regrowth to use significant amounts of root carbohydrates. These plants would also have good winter survival. It is important to remember that we do not
need to wait for a killing frost to take the last cutting. You must only wait until it is so cool that little or
no regrowth will occur. Thus harvesting in the late fall, when less than 200 GDD will accumulate will
minimize the threat for winter injury. However, it is important to remember that leaving the alfalfa
residue improves overwintering of alfalfa since the residue provides some insulation of the alfalfa crown
from cold air temperatures and helps hold snow which further insulates the crown.
In summary, we want either to take the last alfalfa harvest early enough that regrowth and root replenishment occurs or so late that little to no growth occurs. Calculating both probabilities tells us the risk of
winter injury or kill due to harvesting at different dates during September and October. This data was
calculated for Wisconsin sites where we had 42 years of weather history. Optimum soil test levels of soil
pH (6.8 or higher) and potassium also enhance winter survival.
In looking at past weather data records at both Lancaster and Beloit 500 GDD or more has always
accumulated after September 1st. While the probability remained 100% for 500 GDD accumulation or
more at Beloit, it fell to 74% at Lancaster by September 8th. Thus the data shows that the middle of
September through the middle of October is the riskiest time to cut alfalfa in southern Wisconsin over
the last 42 years.
Alfalfa forage quality changes little during September, so harvesting versus delaying harvest should be
based on likelihood of winter injury or survival if the stand is to be kept. The effect of timing late
summer cuttings on winter survival and next year yield depends on the weather following cutting.
It’s important to note that alfalfa that is left standing through winter will NOT smother itself. That’s only
a problem if stands contain 40% or more grass. We also need to consider the economics of taking a late
cutting. The field needs to yield at least a half ton of D.M. or more to pay for the cost of harvesting the
crop. Research has also shown that alfalfa cut late in the year will usually have less tonnage in the first
cutting the following year. Thus, if you don’t need the forage many times you are better off not taking a
late cutting.
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