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To Whom & Where does it apply?

• Small farms

• Large farms

• CAFOs (confined animal feeding operations >1,000 animal units)

• Organic farms

• Grain farms

• Livestock farms (dairy, beef, sheep, goat, pigs, ect.)

• ALL cropland and pastures



Nutrient Management  (590 standard)

• Combine on-farm nutrient sources, with commercial fertilizer, to meet 
crop need.

• Environmental protection (water quality)- limiting nitrates, soil loss 
and phosphorus

On-farm nutrient sources  
(manure or alfalfa)

Commercial fertilizer

Minimize nutrient losses

Soil reserves



When does a NMP need to be done?

• If you mechanically apply nutrients to a field (commercial or manure)

• Program or ordinance compliance
• Farmland Preservation Program

• Manure storage ordinance

• Annual update
• Soil sample every 4 years

One sample represents 5 acres



Why have a NMP?

• Environmental protection

• Improve soil structure, water holding capacity

• Save money- spend less on commercial fertilizers

• Show compliance with regulations

• Record keeping

• Possible tax incentives (FPP)

• Will not solve poor 

management



How to get NMP developed?

• Agronomists/ Certified Crop Consultants

• Farmers can learn to write their own through training course

• SNAPplus computer software incorporates maps and field information

• Cost sharing available



Every field is identified and attributes are associated with each.  
Sensitive features acknowledged to minimize impact.



Every field is identified and attributes are associated with each.  
Sensitive features acknowledged to minimize impact.



Conservation practices are accounted for in the SNAPPlus model to guide NM 
development.  Program assists in meeting compliance with colored flags that need 

attention in order to meet standards.



Current:

• 7,000 gal/ac limit

• No manure 

spreading 

• Within SWQMAs 

• On locally identified 

areas (ex. Sinkholes)

• Within 200 ft upslope 

of direct conduits to 

groundwater

• On slopes >12%

New:
• 7,000 gal/ac limit or 60 lbs P2O5, 

whichever is less

• No manure spreading

• Within SWQMAs 

 Within 300 ft of direct conduits to 
groundwater, not just upslope

• No liquid manure application 
in February and March on:
• DNR Well Compensation Areas for

manure contamination 

• Soils with 5 ft or less to Silurian 
dolomite

590 Changes –

Winter Spreading Restrictions



590 Changes –

Winter Spreading Plan

New:

• A Winter Spreading Plan 

identifies:

 Quantity of nutrients to be spread 

during winter, or generated in 14 

days, whichever is greater

 Capacity of storage for each manure 

type generated

 Capacity for stacking manure that 

is ≥ 16% dry matter without 

permanent storage. 

Current:

• Requires a winter 

spreading plan that 

identifies:

• Areas of fields that don’t 

have a winter restriction

• ID Fields with low slope and 

erosion, high roughness, 

farthest from surface waters 



590 Changes –

Winter Spreading Plan

New:

• Do not apply on slopes greater than 6% or to fields with 

concentrated flow channels unless 2 specific conservation 

practices are implemented

 Options are intended to deal with one or more of the 4R’s 

 Application rate (3,500 gal/ac)

 Application timing (wait 14 days between apps)

 Application method 

 Application type



590 Revisions – Groundwater

Current: 

• No manure within 50’ of 

drinking well, unless 

grazing

• Incorporate manure 

within 200’ upslope of 

direct conduits to 

groundwater

New:

• No nutrients within:

• 50’ of direct conduits to 

groundwater (within 300” in 

winter), unless grazing

• 8’ of irrigation wells

• Only manure that is treated to 

substantially eliminate 

pathogens can be applied within:

• 1,000’ of a Community potable 

water well

• 100’ of a Non-Community 

potable water well (church, 

school, and restaurant)



2016: 28,349 ac (13%)
2017: 42,620 ac (19%)


