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Green County Heart of the Wheel Sale, CANCELLED for 2018
Wisconsin Dairy & Beef Well-Being Conference, Tundra Lodge, Green Bay, WI
WI Holstein Association Barn Meeting, 11:00am-2:00pm, Open to public, light lunch,
Kevin & RaeAnn Makos 1295 Cty Rd C, Argyle, WI — Presentation on Lely Robotic
Milkers.
WPS Farm Show, EAA Grounds, Oshkosh, WI

2018 Dairy Situation & Outlook for Dairy Markets
Professor Bob Cropp’s 2018 February Dairy Situation & Outlook full report is available for
download at http://future.aae.wisc.edu/dairy_situation.html . An exert follows as below:
...Weaker dairy product prices have pushed milk prices lower. The Class III price peaked last
November at $16.88 and fell to $14.00 in January and February and will be near $13.50. The
Class IV price peaked last August at $16.61 and has been declining since to $13.13 in January
and February will be near $13.00. It looked like both the Class III and Class IV prices would stay
in the $13’s at least through March. But, the good news is cheese prices have improved during
February and if they hold or improve more, the Class III price could reach about $14.25 in March…
...But, as of now the dairy outlook appears a little brighter than last month. Class III dairy futures
continue to improve reaching the $15’s by July, and the low $16’s by October with an average of
about $15.00 for the year. I could see a similar price pattern, if not even a little higher the last half
of the year, if the increase in milk production remains well below 2% and dairy exports still show
growth in 2018. But, Class III will still average well below the $16.17 average last year. Class IV
dairy futures show a slow increase as we move through the year staying in the $13’s for the first
half of the year and only improving to the $14’s for the second half and averaging about $14.00 for
the year compared to $15.16 last year. Class IV will get some support from butter prices that likely
will stay above $2.00 per pound but nonfat dry milk prices which depend heavily upon exports may
show only modest strength as we move through the year.

2018 Green County Dairy Youth Scholarships
The Green County Dairy Youth Recognition Auction Committee will
present scholarships to qualifying youth who are an active member of
4-H or FFA in the dairy project in Green County. These scholarships
will be awarded on the basis of information provided by the applicant.
Applicants are not required to participate in the Dairy Youth Auction
to qualify for this scholarship. The scholarship will be awarded to an
individual one time only. Applicants must be a senior in high school or
in post-secondary education to be eligible to apply. Application deadline is April 30th. For more information or an application, visit
https://green.uwex.edu/4-h-youth-development/scholarships/ or
contact the Green County UW-Extension office at 608-328-9440.

Recent Changes to the Dairy Margin Protection Program
Cornell University’s Professor of Agricultural Economics Andy Novakobic and UW-Extension Center
for Dairy Profitability Director of Dairy Policy Analysis Mark Stephenson have authored a new
Briefing Paper about recent changes to the Margin Protection Program (MPP). While we don’t have
all of the implementation rules from the Farm Service Agency (FSA) just yet, we do know the major
changes that will be put into place. The brief paper outlines the changes and calculates a few farm
examples so you can see the impact on dairy farms. Download the paper “Changes to the Margin
Protection Program for Dairy Producers” at https://dairymarkets.org/PubPod/Pubs/BP18-01.pdf .

“Shop Talk” presented by Farmers of the Sugar River—March 12, 2018
Farmers of the Sugar River, a producer-led watershed group for the Middle and Lower Sugar River,
is hosting “Shop Talk”- an afternoon of discussion, networking and demonstrations for all area
farmers to attend. The topics covered will be to get planters and drills field-ready as well as looking
at proper tractor tire inflation and ballasting. It will be held at Dan & Sally Roe’s shop at N5680
Gutzmer Road, just off Highway 69, south of Monticello at noon on Monday, March 12.
There are many things to consider and check when preparing your planting equipment for spring.
Tips and techniques learned will be applicable to no till and conventional farmers. Learning about
the importance of having your planter and drill in good shape for use will help eliminate planting
problems when it’s time to be in the fields. Checking that tires are at the proper inflation will
reduce soil compaction. Farmers will learn from each other the proper way to ballast the tractor.
The session is planned to be informal, so bring your questions.
Lunch will be served, so it is requested that you RSVP to Tonya.Gratz@wi.nacdnet.net or call
608-325-4195, extension 121. Farmers of the Sugar River, is a watershed group whose mission is
to help other farmers learn about adopting conservation practices that reduce soil erosion, which
improves surface water quality. All farmers- in or out of the watershed- are invited to participate in
the group’s activities.
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