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Who has to test?
• Except swine moving to slaughter or to one exhibition prior to 

slaughter, the herd of origin of any swine moving into or 
within Wisconsin must be tested for PRRS/SECD within 90 
days of movement.

• Test samples can be collected by the farm owner under the 
direction of a veterinarian, but must be submitted through an 
accredited veterinarian to a diagnostics lab. 

• Test samples can be taken by hanging a cotton rope (from a 
rope test kit) in a group of pigs to collect saliva. Rope tests are 
most effective for testing feeder pigs or sows in group 
housing. The rope test can be used to sample up to 150 swine 
at one time for both PRRS and SECD.

• Test samples can also be collected via blood serum and swab 
by a veterinarian. 



When must testing be done for 
swine on commercial farms?
• Moving nursery pigs off site.
• Moving feeder pigs off site to finishing.
• Importing weaned pigs for finishing.
• Movement of gilts onto a farrowing farm.



What happens when I go to shows, 
in state or out of state?

Out of State:
• If exhibition swine originate from Wisconsin and return to 

Wisconsin after an exhibition or show in another state, the 
exhibitor must notify DATCP of the movement before returning to 
Wisconsin. DATCP will quarantine the swine, herd of origin, or 
both until a herd plan is developed and approved. 

• This provision is not applicable if all the swine at the exhibition or 
show are from negative herds or the swine returns to Wisconsin 
to go directly to slaughter.



What happens when I go to shows, 
in state or out of state?

In State:
• The herd of origin must test negative for PRRS/SECD within 90 

days of any swine’s movement to the exhibition or show.  This 
allows swine from jackpot shows to have one test early in the 
spring to travel to a number of shows throughout the season.



What if I buy an animal at an out of 
state show?

Commercial swine purchased or obtained from a commingled auction, 
sale, show or exhibition must meet all of the following requirements:

• A report of a negative PRRS and SECD test from the swine’s herd of 
origin conducted within 90 days prior to movement into Wisconsin.

• A statement from the event’s veterinarian that all the swine 
commingled at the auction, sale, show or exhibition had a negative 
PRRS and SECD test from their respective herds of origin conducted 
within 90 days prior to movement to the auction, sale or exhibition.

• A statement from the event’s veterinarian that there are no clinical 
signs of PRRS or SECD at the time of inspection.

If the above cannot be met, swine may be transported to Wisconsin if the 
person obtains an import permit from DATCP.  We will quarantine the swine 

upon arrival until a herd plan is approved by us.



Positive sites – how does that work 
for selling show pigs?

• Positive swine will be 
quarantined on the 
premises until a herd 
plan is created by a 
veterinarian and 
approved by DATCP.



What is a herd plan?
• The goal of the herd plan is to bring the herd to negative PRRS and 

SECD status and limit the spread of the disease. The herd plan must:
ü Be written by a Wisconsin certified, accredited, licensed veterinarian 

on behalf of the producer.
ü Establish testing protocols relating to PRRS and SECD, as appropriate.
ü Establish notification requirements of at risk farms.
ü Establish biosecurity requirements.
ü Be broken down into separate production categories that need to be 

managed. 
ü Be approved by DATCP.

• Once a herd plan is approved by DATCP, the quarantine will be 
lifted.

• DATCP will provide sample herd plans to assist veterinarians in herd 
plan development.

• Scenarios



What is expected at the sale of 
animals?
A swine’s herd of origin must test negative for PRRS/SECD not 
more than 90 days prior to movement from sale. Documentation 
of the negative tests must be provided upon DATCP request.



When will the proposed 
requirements become effective?
• The anticipated effective date of the rule establishing the new 

testing requirements will be sometime early 2018. 



Questions?
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