May

2019

Green County DHIA Newsletter
Upcoming Events
May 1

Green County Agriculture Clean Sweep Collection Site Opens, 7am-3pm,
weekdays, Green County Landfill, W2002 County SS, Brodhead, WI

May 25

Green County Breakfast on the Farm, 6am-10am, David & Kathy Minder Farm,
N2428 Allen Rd, Browntown, WI

June 9

Field Day: Livestock Chickens and Sheep, 10am-3pm, Riemer Family Farm
W2252 Riemer Rd. Brodhead, WI

Jun 13

Dairy Revenue Protection meetings, 1pm-3pm and 7pm-9pm, Green County Justice
Center, 2841—6th Street, Monroe, WI

Jun 12-13 4-State Dairy Nutrition Seminar, Dubuque, IA
Jun 15

Green County Dairy Day Cattle Show, 9:30am, Green County Fairgrounds,
Monroe, WI (Hosted by Browntown Community)

Jun 20

District 6 Holstein Show, Madison, WI

Jul 16-21

Green County Fair, Monroe, WI

2019 Green County Dairy Breakfast on the Farm
Green County Ag Chest will be holding the 40th Annual Green County Breakfast on the Farm at the
David & Kathy Minder Farm, located at N2428 Allen Road, Browntown, WI. The menu will
include scrambled eggs, sausage, cheese, homemade coffee cakes, strawberry sundaes, milk, coffee
and orange juice. Live entertainment will be provided by “The Soggy Prairie Bad” and the Event
Emcee will be the Fabulous Farm Babe, Pam Jahnke.
The Green County Agricultural Chest as an organizational entity was formally finalized on May 8,
1958. Its purpose was to promote the agricultural interest groups in Green County. A considerable
amount of effort was given to promoting "Green County's Gold"those products of the dairy industry.
Breakfast On The Farm started as an idea of Green County Ag Chest enthusiasts at a meeting on
November 12, 1979. The idea was to move the breakfasts away from schools and churches to a direct
"on-the-farm site". On the farm, visitors could get first -hand knowledge of what makes up a modern
dairy farm today. The success has grown to where we expect 5,000 people to attend the event. We will
use approximately 1,800 dozen eggs, 1,300 pounds of sausage, 5,000 half-pints of milk, 126 gallons of
ice cream mix, 3,500 cartons of orange juice, 200 coffee cakes, 13 lugs of fresh strawberries, 110
pounds of butter, 480 pounds of cheese, and 26 jars of coffee.
The event's success is made possible only by donations received from numerous businesses in the
county and the people who volunteer to help.

USDA Announces New Decision Tool
for New Dairy Margin Coverage Program
WASHINGTON, April 30, 2019 — Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced today the availability of
a new web-based tool – developed in partnership with the University of Wisconsin – to help dairy producers
evaluate various scenarios using different coverage levels through the new Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC)
program.
The 2018 Farm Bill authorized DMC, a voluntary risk management program that offers financial protection to
dairy producers when the difference between the all milk price and the average feed cost (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. It replaces the program previously known as the Margin
Protection Program for Dairy. Sign up for this USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) program opens on June 17.
“With sign-up for the DMC program just weeks away, we encourage producers to use this new support tool to
help make decisions on participation in the program,” Secretary Perdue said. “Dairy producers have faced
tough challenges over the years, but the DMC program should help producers better weather the ups and
downs in the industry.”
The University of Wisconsin launched the decision support tool in cooperation with FSA and funded through a
cooperative agreement with the USDA Office of the Chief Economist. The tool was designed to help producers determine the level of coverage under a variety of conditions that will provide them with the strongest financial safety net. It allows farmers to simplify their coverage level selection by combining operation data and
other key variables to calculate coverage needs based on price projections.
The decision tool assists producers with calculating total premiums costs and administrative fees associated
with participation in DMC. It also forecasts payments that will be made during the coverage year.
“The new Dairy Margin Coverage program offers very appealing options for all dairy farmers to reduce their
net income risk due to volatility in milk or feed prices,” said Dr. Mark Stephenson, Director of Dairy Policy
Analysis, University of Wisconsin, Madison. “Higher coverage levels, monthly payments, and more flexible
production coverage options are especially helpful for the sizable majority of farms who can cover much of
their milk production with the new five million pound maximum for Tier 1 premiums. This program deserves
the careful consideration of all dairy farmers.”
For more information, access the tool at fsa.usda.gov/dmc-tool. For DMC sign up, eligibility and related program information, visit fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA Service Center. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

Field Day: Livestock Chickens and Sheep
Riemer Family Farm is a family owned and operated diversified livestock operation. We raise 100% grass-fed
beef and lamb, pork, and turkeys, broilers, and laying hens on pasture. We practice regenerative agricultural
techniques, including rotational grazing, stacked livestock enterprises, and diverse seed mixes in our pastures to
promote soil health, animal wellness, and pollinator habitat across our 280 acres in south central Wisconsin.
Learn how we transitioned from our family's historic grain fed beef operation to our now 100% grass fed system. We will also discuss how to begin incorporating other livestock species into your operation and how to
decide which animals are the best fit for you, your land, and your market. Bring it full circle by learning how
we market and direct sale the products we raise to customers.
Afterward, there will be an optional pasture walk with Gene Schriefer from UW-Extension, who will lead a discussion about grazing.
There will be a potluck lunch in the middle of the day. Please bring a dish to pass. This field day is FREE to
attend. Please RSVP by sending an email to AJ Boucek at grow@learngrowconnect.org.
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