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November  

21 Calf Care Connection Workshop, SWTC, 9:30am-4:15pm 

December   

12 Soil, Water, Nutrient Mgmt, HHS Building, Dodgeville, WI 

12 Resilient Farm Conference, Wilderness Resort, WI Dells 

28 Green County Fair Steer Weigh-In, 8-10:30am Equity Livestock, Monroe, WI 

             

Running Out of Manure Storage? 
 
Given the fall we have had, farmers and manure applicators are wondering what to do when they 
run out of storage.  Below are some ideas that Extension has put out. 
 
 The farmer should work with the farmer’s Nutrient Management Planner/Agronomist and the 

County Land/Water Conservation Department (CAFOs should also include their DNR contact): 
These people are going to be able to help identify the fields with the lowest risk and alert you to 
any permissions/permits needed. They may also be able to connect the farmer with non-
livestock neighbors who may have fields suitable for application.  

 
 Apply to fields with the lowest risk: Risk factors for manure moving off the field include field 

slope, soil type, soil roughness and previous crop as well as how wet the soil is. A low risk field 
when you can inject/incorporate may become a high risk field when the ground freezes. The 
agronomist/agency staff person can help decide which fields are lowest risk based on current 
and expected conditions. Don’t be afraid to ask about using different fields in the farmer’s plan.  

 
 Watch the weather forecast, and take screenshots: Use the Runoff Risk Advisory Forecast 

(RRAF) to gauge the risk. http://www.manureadvisorysystem.wi.gov/runoffrisk/index Document 
both the weather forecast and the RRAF for each field by taking screenshots used to inform 
your decision. Combine this information with the advice of the agronomist/agency staff.  

 
 BEWARE CONCRETE FROST: In a normal winter, liquid manure and slowly melting 

snow will soak into the soil. After several January thaws, sometimes all of the air pockets 
(pores) in the soil are full of water when the soil re-freezes, forming concrete frost. This year, 
many fields will have concrete frosts as soon it freezes this fall. With concrete frost, very little 
manure or melting snow soaks in and runoff occurs every time it warms up throughout winter.  

 
For more ideas please visit:  https://green.extension.wisc.edu/  

https://green.extension.wisc.edu/


What’s in your “Soil Wallet”? 
Josh Kamps, Extension Lafayette County 

 
Do we think of the soil on our farm as a valuable asset?  The amount of “green” in our “soil wallet” can be    
variable!  Identifying soil factors begins the process of determining its potential value.  Soil formation is    
based on the following soil factors:  parent material, climate, topography, biological affects and length of      
development.  Differences in soil formation dictates differences in potential soil account values.  Management 
decisions determine a high or low performing soil account.  Monitoring the value in our “soil account” is vital 
to the success of our farm now and in the future.  To better understand the true value of our soil, let’s compare a 
soil account to an investment account.   
 
Start by identifying the balance of one of your investment accounts.  The goal is to gain interest or “value” 
through the invested money.  Decisions we make affect whether the account will gain, maintain or lose value. 
Losing value in the account is really painful and maintaining value is rather pointless, so we position our       
account to gain value! 
 
What about your farm’s soil account?  Are you gaining, maintaining or losing value in it?  Changes in available 
technology and the collection of research based outcomes, gives us new tools to better manage our soil.  Can 
you afford to only maintain the value of your soil account?  What about lose value in your soil account?  To  
become resilient and able to withstand a wide range of weather extremes, pest pressure and economic stressors, 
soil accounts must consistently gain value!   
 
Avoiding direct loss to a soil account has been the work of soil conservation practices for years.  There are three 
main types of soil erosion: wind, water and gravity erosion.  The loss in a soil account value resulting from   
erosion is huge!  Reducing soil erosion to below [T value], soil loss tolerance, will help maintain the value of 
your soil account.               
 
Monitor the soil fertility level of your soil account.  Get started by collecting soil samples from your farm.  The 
report lists the levels of plant available nutrients, organic matter %, and soil pH.  This information can be      
entered into the SNAPPLUS nutrient management software, which will calculate potential soil and phosphorus 
losses, assisting with economic nutrient planning while protecting soil and water quality.  The loss of organic 
carbon through excessive tillage or erosion will also deplete soil value greatly!  Manage soil fertility and protect 
organic matter to help maintain the value of your soil account! 
 
Improving soil function will increase the value of your soil account!  When soil functions in a “healthy”      
manner, it becomes a dynamic living asset.  Soil health is defined as the ability of a soil to function in a way 
that benefits both humans and the environment.  A “healthy” soil completes the following functions: a           
medium for plant growth, recycles key nutrients, habitat for organisms, and total system for water supply and 
purification.  Soil health characteristics include chemical capacity, physical strength and biological diversity.  
Some of the indicators within these three areas are: soil pH, cation exchange capacity (CEC), aggregate         
stability, soil structure, soil microorganism diversity and abundance of earth worms.  Additional research in   
the area of soil health is ongoing as an abundance of life not equaled on earth is present in each teaspoon of 
soil!  Reducing tillage, increasing living roots in the soil, using perennial crops and applying animal manure as 
a plant nutrient are all practical management practices to help increase soil value!   
 
Increasing the amount of value in your “soil wallet”, often means changing long term farming traditions.  Being 
an early adopter of new techniques and technology has its risks for sure!  The stakes are high when balancing 
the risk of new management practices with the opportunity to gain value in your soil account.  Fortunately,   
research in the area of soil health factors continues, with the goal of developing a better understanding of the 
inner workings of “healthy” soil.  Soil health includes: limiting erosion, balancing soil fertility and allowing soil 
to function innately.  Continue to develop your soil management skills, these tools will ensure your soil account 
gains value in the future!     
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The University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment  

and educational programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and the ADA requirements. Please make requests for reasonable  
accommodation to ensure equal access to educational programs as early as possible preceding the scheduled program, service or    

activity. If you need this material in an alternate format or other accommodations for access, please contact the UW-Extension Office   
at 608-328-9440, voice or 711 for Wisconsin Relay. 

Green County DHIA Newsletter 

Nick Hartwig N3391 Joy Del Rd, Monroe President 426-4684 

Cory Brown 1003 County Hwy PB, Belleville Vice Pres 669-0852 

David Meier W2902 Oliver Rd, Monticello Sec/Treas 293-2363 

Douglas Moy W3155 Norton Road, Juda Director 728-4237 

Josh Brugger W1948 Purintin Rd, Albany Director 214-6005 

Tyler Rupnow W6877 County Road Y, Monroe Director 214-3568 



 

UW--Extension Office  
Green County  
2841 6th Street 
Monroe, WI  53566 

Green County DHIA Newsletter 


