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8/19 Green County Beef Producers 
Steak Fry Dinner, Green    
County Fairgrounds 

9/7 Beef Quality Assurance train-
ing, Green County Justice   
Building, Monroe, 1pm 

9/28-10/2 World Dairy Expo, Alliant      
Energy Center, Madison, WI 
 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2:  Rolling Herd Average Report  

Page 3:   Somatic Cell Superstars Report 
 

Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
 

Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored Breeds 
Page 7:  Contact Information 
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So You’re Taking Corn Silage, Then What? 
Submitted by Tonya Gratz, Green County Land & Water Conservation  
 

Do you leave the ground bare? Or use the solar energy left in the 
year to grow something to feed the biology in the soil? There are 
other crops that can be taken for forage besides alfalfa and corn. So 
hopefully your answer to what goes after corn silage harvest is to 
plant a cover crop or a forage crop for harvest next spring to protect 
the soil from erosion and nutrient losses from runoff or leaching. 
There is ample opportunity to get winter cereals established after 
harvesting silage and still manage your manure. 
There are several cover crops that will over-winter and provide good 
forage.  Cereal rye and triticale are the most popular cereal grains 
that are used for forage in our area.  Some farmers might not want 
to have a living crop to manage in the spring, so the choices for     
covers to plant after corn silage include oats or barley that would still 
give some benefits for covering the soil and feeding the soil biology 
until they are terminated by winter.  The best chance for establish-
ment of any cover crop is by drilling it in.  Some have had limited  
success with broadcasting and aerial applications, but seed to soil 
contact is vital in getting a good stand established. 
Cover crops help scavenge and hold excess nutrients in the root zone 
that are prone to leaving in runoff or leaching through the soil      
profile.  By adding a cover crop, these plants help “soak up” manure 
applied to the field.  There are several manure application timing 
methods that are compatible with planting cover crops: immediately 
after corn silage harvest before planting the cover, right after 
planting the cover crop or waiting until the cover crop has grown at 
least 4-6 inches and then apply manure.     
There are lots of resources for figuring out the simple, yet complicat-
ed conservation practice of cover crops.  Most will try to find the  
solution based on your goals for the cover crop.  Some goals that a 
farmer might aim for include preventing soil erosion, increasing    
organic matter, protect water quality, enhance nutrient cycling, and 
even providing forage.  One popular resource is the Selector Tool on 
the Midwest Cover Crops Council’s webpage (https://mccc.msu.edu/
selector-tool/).  It helps guide choices by dialing into your location, 
goals and current crop.  You’re able to see the ideal planting window 
of certain species.  UWEX has created a document that details a 
study done in Dane and Brown Counties, high dairy concentration 
counties, on planting cover crops after corn silage for spring forage 
harvest please check out the UWEX publication: https://
manitowoc.extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/10/Cover-Crops-Summary
-.pdf 
Hopefully you have been convinced to at least investigate cover 
crops if you haven’t in the past after taking corn silage- your soil will 
thank you.  You are welcome to contact Tonya Gratz with the Green 
County Land and Water Conservation Department at 608-325-4195 
extension 121 to learn more about cover crops after silage. 
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