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How Do You Price Corn Sileage? 

Submitted by:  Matt Lippert, Clark & Wood Counties Dairy Educator 

There are many options for how to price corn silage that may affect  
evaluation of the livestock, dairy, crop, or farm system.  
Cost of production (COP) method: COP is higher for corn silage than for 
corn used for grain. Harvest cost at comparable yield may run $120 per 
acre  greater for corn silage (Wisconsin Custom Rate Guide 2020,         
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection). 
Corn silage at average yields will remove more P and K than grain: 25 and 
145 pounds P2O5 and K2O respectively (Nutrient Management Fast Facts, 
Wisconsin Integrated Pest and Crop Management Program). In 2021, a 
high fertilizer input year, the value of extra removed nutrients exceeded 
$100 per acre. Benefits of silage include an earlier harvest window and no 
grain drying costs. COP will need to be recalculated if a crop is switched to 
silage from an intended grain use. After an accurate COP is estimated per 
acre, yield and margin required by the grower will complete the            
calculation of COP per ton. Shrink, and factors such as pricing a standing 
crop, a delivered crop, or a fermented crop, also must be considered. 
Value based on alternative feeds: The UW–Madison Department of    
Animal & Dairy Sciences’s FeedVal 7.0 can account for variation in         
nutrient content (iie., starch, starch digestibility, NDF, NDFd, and        
moisture). Forage test results, a current survey of alternative feedstuffs, 
their analysis, and price, are needed for a meaningful result from FeedVal 
7.0. FeedVal 7.0 is especially important for estimating the value of corn 
silage hybrids not bred specifically for grain production. There are         
currently many hybrids on the market with claims of improved NDFd, 
starch digestibility, and fermentation characteristics. 
The negotiated difference: In many instances the COP plus margin price    
will be lower than the value derived from FeedVal 7.0. In these cases,  
other factors can be used for negotiating the difference (e.g., delivered at 
harvest time, delivered continuously during the season, included in a 
completed TMR mix, etc.). 
Sound complicated? Is there an easier method?  
Thumb rules, such as using “X” factor (7 to 10) times the current bushel 
price of corn or using a percentage (25% to 33%) of the current price of 
hay to  determine the price of corn silage, certainly can be simpler. These 
thumb rules may be a way to begin a conversation. At times when grain 
deviates from a normal range or forage is either abundant or practically 
non-existent, however, these thumb rules fail. The value of the two pools 
that provide  value in corn silage, NDF and starch, are not always well  
correlated, creating the need to consider both fractions. Again, the thumb 
rules don’t account well for hybrids that have superior (or inferior)     
feeding characteristics such as starch digestibility or NDFd.  

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wisconsin/Publications/WI-CRate20.pdf
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/download/pubsNM/NutrientManagementFastFacts.pdf
https://dairymgt.info/tools.php
https://dairymgt.info/tools.php
https://dairymgt.info/tools.php
https://dairymgt.info/tools.php
https://dairymgt.info/tools.php
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $5.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $5.25 Blood Serum 

BVD $5.00 Milk 

Johnes $5.00 Milk 

Leukosis $5.00  Milk 

Mastititis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$30.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  
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