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1/10 Badger Dairy Insight—
Optimizing Use of Sexed Semen 
in Dairy Herds; online webinar,  
1-2:30pm 

1/10-
1/11 

Wisconsin Agri-Business Classic, 
Exhibition Hall at the Alliant   
Energy Center 

1/24 Badger Dairy Insight—Factors 
Impacting Fertility from         
Genomics to Aspirin; online 
webinar, 1-2:30pm 

1/31 Badger Dairy Insight—Tools for 
Your Toolkit to Keep Animals 
Healthy; online webinar,             
1-2:30pm 

2/7 Badger Dairy Insight—Milk 
Quality and Production:         
Opportunities and Threats; 
online webinar, 1-2:30pm 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2: Rolling Herd Average Report  
Page 3:  Somatic Cell Superstars Report 
Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored Breeds 
Page 7:  DHIA Contact Information &     
          Green County DHIA Test Options 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in 

employment and programming, including Title VI, Title 
IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and     

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements  

Badger Dairy Insight Webinars 

Submitted by:  Jackie McCarville, Extension Dairy Educator 

Badger Dairy Insight has developed a webinar series to provide the latest research-
based dairy information to improve animal welfare, breeding and genetic selection, 
automation and modernization, and nutritional decisions for producers, dairy     
workers and managers, ag professionals, and educators. They will be held on      
Tuesdays, as listed, from 1:00pm to 2:30pm, beginning in January.  To participate, 
sign up at the following  link:  https://go.wisc.edu/bdi2023   
 

January 10th:  Optimizing Use of Sexed Semen in Dairy Herds 
Paul Fricke, Dairy Cattle Reproduction Extension Specialist and Ryan Sterry, Regional 
Dairy Educator, will discuss the latest trends in how farms are using sexed and beef 
semen in dairy herds in Wisconsin and the upper Midwest.  Paul will then present 
the latest data from UW-Madison on how to maximize fertility when using sexed 
semen to inseminate nonlactating dairy heifers, primiparous Holstein cows, and  
lactating Jersey cows. 
 

January 24th:  Factors Impacting Fertility from Genomics to Aspirin 
Lyssa Seefeldt, Dairy Educator, will talk how a successful transition period sets up a 
dairy cow for a stress-free lactation and better conception rates.  She will highlight a 
few things producers can think about to create that successful transition.  Francisco 
Peñagaricano, Assistant Professor-Quantitative Genomics, will focus on how the  
advent of genomics in the last 15 years has revolutionized dairy cattle breeding,   
enabling more rapid genetic progress.  Genomics facilitates the selection of novel 
traits that are important however too difficult or expensive to measure on the entire 
population.  This could allow the selection of new fertility traits that more closely 
describe cows’ reproductive physiology and ultimately benefit the improvement of 
fertility in dairy cows.  Rounding out the day, Heather Schlesser, Dairy Educator, will 
touch on aspirin after calving.  Does    aspirin, a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug 
benefit a cow when given during calving?  Her presentation will seek to answer this 
question. 
 

January 31st:  Tools for Your Toolkit to Keep Animals Healthy 
Neslihan Akdeniz Onuki, Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist, will focus on 
proper fan selection and maintenance to reduce ventilation costs and ventilation-
related greenhouse gas emissions from dairy buildings.  She will provide a few      
examples of supplemental cooling systems, which can save energy while maintaining 
healthy building conditions for cattle.  Victor Cabrera, Dairy Systems Management 
Specialist, and Tadeu da Silva, Postdoctoral Researcher, will launch The EZ Dairy  
Enviro-Money.  This is a highly user-friendly, whole farm, environmental and        
economic assessment tool for dairy farmers and other stakeholders.  They will     
explain the tool, demonstrate its use, and show how to build scenarios to answer 
what-if questions. 
 

February 7th: Milk Quality and Production:  Opportunities and Threats 
Laura Hernandez, Professor Lactation Physiology and Affiliate Professor Obstetrics & 
Gynecology, recently completed research aimed to determine if increased cisternal 
milk impacted milk yield given that in traditional milking systems, take offs are set 
according to the fastest milking quarters.  Are the possible negative effects on    
quarters that are not completely milked out?  Don Sockett, Epidemiologist/
Microbiologist at the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, participates in 
research, consultation and education to meet the needs of many.  He will give an 
update on the work being done in the lab and challenges he sees emerging in the 
dairy industry.  One of the topics he will    present on is the emerging threat of     
Prototheca Bovis Mastitis. 

https://go.wisc.edu/bdi2023
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $5.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $5.25 Blood Serum 

BVD $5.00 Milk 

Johnes $5.00 Milk 

Leukosis $5.00  Milk 

Mastititis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$30.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  
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