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Economics of Dairy Cattle Hoof Health

Written by: Eric Ronk, Extension Dairy Outreach Specialist
and Aerica Bjurstrom, Regional Extension Dairy Educator

When it comes to health issues on a dairy farm, lameness is usually a
main concern along with mastitis and reproductive issues. Lameness
includes any abnormality which causes a cow to change the way she
walks. It can be caused by a range of foot and leg conditions including
foot rot, digital dermatitis, laminitis, and claw disease.

Lameness can be influenced by nutrition, disease, genetic influences,
management, and environmental factors. Not only does lameness cause
pain and distress for dairy cattle, but it also has a large economic impact
on the dairy operation. This fact sheet will mainly focus on the
economic costs associated with hoof health but it should be noted it can
be difficult to put a price on lameness due to several compounding
factors. Lameness is commonly identified by locomotion scoring, but it
can be difficult to detect until clinical signs are present. There are ranges
in the literature stating that a case of lameness can cost $90 — $300
(USS). Even with using $90 per case, the cost to a 300 cow dairy with a
20 percent incidence rate, would be over $5,400. Some people
associate treatment as the leading cost of lameness, but there are
several other areas that cost considerably more money. These include
reduced milk yield, reduced fertility, increased labor, and increased risk
of culling.

Reduced Milk Yield: A majority of research papers show that clinical
lameness reduces milk yield. Lameness can reduce the amount of time
at the feed bunk and therefore reduce dry matter intake, which is
correlated with milk production. The amount of milk production lost can
vary depending whether the study compared lost milk production
before or after lameness treatments, affected cows versus unaffected
cows, or predicted milk yield. In a study from 2010, Archer et al., found
that a severe case of lameness within the first month of lactation could
reduce 305-day milk yield by 772 pounds. In a different study from
2008, Bicalho et al., estimated lameness could reduce 305-day milk
anywhere from 692 — 935 pounds. The reduction in milk yield also
depends on the type of lesion, with a sole ulcer causing the greatest
reduction in milk (Table 1). At a milk price of $15.60 per hundredweight
(cwt.) that would amount to a $198 reduction in milk yield from a single
sole ulcer case. Another way to look at this is if a 300 cow herd had a 15
percent incidence rate that could amount to $8,910 per year in milk
loss.

To continue reading please visit: https://go.wisc.edu/80kx1r
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ROLLING HERD AVERAGES - HOLSTEINS As of 10/2023

Protein- Energy

Herd Milk- Fat-Rolling Fat- Protein- | Rolling | Times | DCR- | DCR- (Corr Milk{ Cheese
Producer Name Test date Breed| 5ize Rolling % Rolling lhs| Rolling % Ibs Milked | Comp | Milk | Rolling Yield
KELLERCREST REG HOL INC 10/24/2023| HO 334 34031 4.5 1524 3.3 1123 3X 92.8 | 101.4| 39455 3,994
WILNORE HOLSTEINS 10/23/2023| HO 87 33626 3.7 1256 3.1 1055 3X 54.6 | 54.5 35332 3,423
JORDAN PRAIRIE HOLSTEINS 10/11/2023| HO 223 31821 3.9 1235 3.2 1018 3X 93.6 | 935 | 34238 3,386
PRODUCTION UNLIMITED LLC 10/20/2023| HO 130 28820 4.3 1236 3.3 553 56.9 | 56.9 32721 3,291
DUANE&JEANNE&DAVE MEIER 10/16/2023| HO 75 29367 4.1 1208 3.3 961 97.7 | 97.6 | 32538 3,261
ANDREW HOULBERG 10/17/2023| HO 122 28810 4.1 1169 3.2 933 97.8 | 97.7 | 31657 3,157
JEFF-KATE HENDRICKSON 10/18/2023| HO 120 29041 3.9 1143 3.2 927 96.9 | 96.9 | 31330 3,090
TRENT&KELSEY HENDRICKSON 10/17/2023| HO 325 28358 4 1123 3.2 835 97.7 | 97.6 | 30663 3,063
TOM & RYAN SONNENBURG 10/20/2023| HO 122 27265 4 1051 3.1 850 577 | 57.6 29548 2,506
KEITH & CINDY BINDER 10/9/2023 HO 396 28028 3.8 1079 3.1 332 87.7 | 57.6 29886 2,898
JAKE & COLLEEN THOSTENSON 10/10/2023| HO 152 27341 3.9 1060 3.2 333 97.7 | 97.7 | 29422 2,910
JOHNSON FAMILY DAIRY LLC 10/30/2023| HO 87 25665 4.1 1060 3.3 345 97.7 | 97.7 | 28584 2,350
TED MARILYN & ADAM MEIER 10/30/2023| HO 118 25372 4 1044 3.2 338 96.9 | 96.8 | 28423 2,305
ED & BOB MEIER 10/24/2023| HO 60 23223 4.5 1038 3.5 304 96.9 | 96.9 | 27187 2,793
BRANDON FLANNERY 10/27/2023| HO 110 25864 4 1034 3.2 833 87.7 | 87.7 28220 2,793
ROCK-N-HILL Il 10/14/2023| HO 75 25567 4 1027 3 786 §7.7 | 87.7 27804 2,729
VIRHADA HOLSTEINS LLC 10/5/2023 HO 208 27702 3.7 1025 3.2 874 57.2 | 583 29018 2,860
JUSTIN MORTON 10/11/2023| HO 141 25666 4 1019 3.1 805 95.5 | 104 27747 2,735
ROCK-N-HILL HOLSTEINS 10/25/2023| HO 45 25131 4.1 1019 3 758 102.2]102.1| 27213 2,681
TROY PAULI 10/1/2023 | HO 45 26357 3.8 1014 3.2 855 97 96.9 | 28487 2,826
JOSH & STACY PUDWILL 10/21/2023] HO 30 26223 3.9 1010 3.1 824 56.9 | 56.8 27858 2,753
STEWART BADERTSCHER 10/22/2023| HO 52 24167 4.1 330 3.1 760 80.3 | 80.3 | 26537 2,613
TOM SHERVEN 10/28/2023| HO 76 24085 4 566 29 710 57 56.9 25820 2,498
GREG STEWART 10/4/2023 | HO 92 23432 4 936 3.2 760 77.5 | 77.4 | 25614 2,536
DEAN & DIANE DORN 10/28/2023| HO 46 23879 3.9 933 3.3 793 97.8 | 97.7 | 25957 2,576
TODD & TRICIA HOESLY 10/25/2023| HO 74 25067 3.7 931 3.1 787 95.9 | 959 | 26274 2,552
PAUL SCHALLER 10/27/2023| HO 47 24132 3.8 522 3 727 96.9 | 96.9 | 25409 2,465
CHRIS OLSON 10/25/2023| HO 122 23899 3.8 913 3.2 761 97.7 | 97.7 | 25538 2,505
REMARC HOLSTEINS, LLC 10/26/2023| HO 89 23652 3.8 502 3.1 722 87.7 | 87.7 24538 2,445
JEREMY & KELSI MAYER 10/13/2023| HO 38 21283 4.1 371 3.4 720 97.7 | 97.6 | 23748 2,394
KURT & KIMBERLY FLANNERY 10/27/2023| HO 54 22277 3.9 866 3 676 23671 2,306
NICOLE MILLER-SPEICH 10/29/2023| HO 22 20557 4.1 2333 3.3 670 96.9 | 96.9 | 22700 2,282
WESLEY MILLER 10/15/2023| HO 51 15812 4.2 834 3.2 638 95.9 | 95.8 | 22160 2,202
JOSEPH DRYE 10/3/2023 HO 72 21021 3.9 830 3.1 645 102.1 | 102.1| 22557 2,207
PAUL HOESLY 10/4/2023 HO 43 22638 3.6 304 3.1 701 55.8 | 85.7 23177 2,269
WALLACE BEHNKE 10/12/2023| HO 93 13806 4.1 777 3.2 601 96.6 | 96.6 | 20808 2,061
ANTHONY ANDERSON 10/26/2023| HO 64 19522 4 774 3.1 602 95.9 ] 958 | 21012 2,080
CRAIG MILLER & FAMILY 10/21/2023| HO 24 21351 3.6 771 3.1 663 96 96.1 | 22038 2,140
DUSTIN TRUMPY 10/12/2023| HO 214 13170 4.2 763 3.3 537 97 96.9 | 20454 2,046
DOUG & MELANIE NIFONG 10/13/2023| HO 11 18981 4 757 3.1 590 57.6 | 575 20523 2,022
CRAIG KELLER 10/11/2023] HO 49 13405 3.7 633 3 555 97.7 | 97.6 | 19187 1,847
JOHN & MICHELLE KELLER 10/11/2023| HO 30 19555 3.5 679 3 533 577 | 57.6 15661 1,904
JEFFREY & JULIE NIMTZ 10/26/2023| HO 46 13500 3.6 669 3 550 96.9 | 969 | 18921 1,827

ROLLING HERD AVERAGES - COLORED
Protein- Energy

Herd Milk- Fat-Rolling Fat- Protein- | Rolling | Times | DCR- | DCR- [Corr Milk{ Cheese
Producer Name Test date Breed| Size Rolling % Rolling Ibs| Rolling % Ibs Milked | Comp | Milk | Rolling Yield
JOHN & WENDY KORTH 10/11/2023| BS 72 23743 4.3 1013 3.5 340 95.7 | 956 | 27373 2,780
DUANE&JEANNE&DAVE MEIER 10/16/2023| BS 65 22436 4.5 1004 3.6 810 97.7 | 97.6 | 26535 2,731
JAKE & COLLEEN THOSTENSON 10/10/2023] IE 162 15282 5.1 330 3.8 727 97.7 | 97.7 | 24558 2,586
TROY PAULI 10/1/2023 BS 74 23412 4 933 3.4 793 97 96.9 | 25882 2,596
TROY PAULI 10/1/2023 JE 6 20208 4.6 521 3.6 727 57 56.9 24087 2,492
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SOMATIC CELL SUPERSTARS Month of 10/2023
Breed Producer Name Test date Herd Size | SCC-Wt. Average | SCC-Average Score
XX TROY PAULI 10/1/2023 125 1.2 40
HO NICOLE MILLER-SPEICH 10/29/2023 22 15 46
HO WILNORE HOLSTEINS 10/23/2023 87 0.9 46
HO ANTHONY ANDERSON 10/26/2023 64 14 59
HO REMARC HOLSTEINS, LLC 10/26/2023 89 1.5 64
HO  |JEFF-KATE HENDRICKSON 10/18/2023 120 14 67
HO  |JOHNSON FAMILY DAIRY LLC 10/30/2023 111 1.5 69
HO KEITH & CINDY BINDER 10/9/2023 99 1.6 73
HO  |TOM & RYAN SONNENBURG 10/20/2023 122 1.8 74
HO ED & BOB MEIER 10/24/2023 60 1.8 85
HO KURT & KIMBERLY FLANNERY 10/27/2023 54 1.7 100
HO ROCK-N-HILL HOLSTEINS 10/25/2023 45 1.9 104
HO ANDREW HOULBERG 10/17/2023 144 1.5 105
HO  |TODD & TRICIA HOESLY 10/25/2023 74 1.9 113
HO ROCK-N-HILL Il 10/14/2023 75 1.9 115
HO PAUL HOESLY 10/4/2023 43 2 119
HO KELLERCREST REG HOL INC 10/24/2023 334 1.6 120
HO STEWART BADERTSCHER 10/22/2023 52 2.1 120
HO  |JORDAN PRAIRIE HOLSTEINS 10/11/2023 223 1.9 127
Gy KADENCE 10/28/2023 76 2.4 133
HO  |JOSEPH DRYE 10/3/2023 72 1.7 136
HO SHANE KLEVER 10/19/2023 68 2 139
BS TROY & LINDSEY NEVIL 10/15/2023 67 2 144
XX BRIAN & SUE CRULL 10/29/2023 49 2.5 145
HO  |TOM SHERVEN 10/28/2023 76 2 145
HO WESLEY MILLER 10/19/2023 51 2.7 159
HO DOUG & MELANIE NIFONG 10/13/2023 11 1.6 168
HO  |TED MARILYN & ADAM MEIER 10/30/2023 118 1.9 170
HO  |TRENT&KELSEY HENDRICKSON 10/17/2023 325 2.5 172
HO  |JOSH & STACY PUDWILL 10/21/2023 40 2.3 173
JE DAN JOHNSON 10/14/2023 46 2.9 175
XX VERNON & ANNA MARIE MAST 10/24/2023 89 2.6 175
HO CHRIS OLSON 10/25/2023 122 2.6 183
HO PRODUCTION UNLIMITED LLC 10/20/2023 130 2.6 185
XX DUANE&JEANNE&DAVE MEIER 10/16/2023 140 2.1 187
HO DUSTIN TRUMPY 10/12/2023 214 25 190
XX JEREMY & KELSI MAYER 10/13/2023 51 2.8 201
HO  |JEFFREY & JULIE NIMTZ 10/26/2023 46 2.6 215
HO RANDY WYSS 10/29/2023 28 2.4 228
HO BRANDON FLANNERY 10/27/2023 110 2.2 231
XX CRAIG MILLER & FAMILY 10/21/2023 61 3 238
HO CRAIG KELLER 10/11/2023 49 3.1 254
HO  |JOHN & MICHELLE KELLER 10/11/2023 30 3.3 330
HO WALLACE BEHNKE 10/12/2023 93 2.7 339
HO  |JUSTIN MORTON 10/11/2023 141 3 355
HO DEAN & DIANE DORN 10/28/2023 46 2.9 357
BS JOHN & WENDY KORTH 10/11/2023 72 3.1 378
XX JAKE & COLLEEN THOSTENSON 10/10/2023 369 3.3 405
HO VIRHADA HOLSTEINS LLC 10/5/2023 209 33 435
HO GREG STEWART 10/4/2023 92 3.2 504
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| Cheyanna Sell Office Manager 608-328-9380 Green County DHIA
Technicians P.O. Box 400
a2 Monroe, W1 53566
Cheyanna Sell 608-490-1355 Lisa Becherer 608-449-1604
Diane Foulker 608-214-3567 Sue Pudwill 608-214-6130
DHIA Executive Board
Chris McCullough N2277 County Road OK, Juda Vice Pres 608-214-9742
Douglas Moy W3155 Norton Road, Juda Director 608-728-4237
] David Meier W2902 Oliver Rd, Monticello Sec/Treas 608-293-2363
Jeff Nimtz W7497 Farmers Grove Rd, Monticello Director 608-558-2749
| Troy Pauli W6542 Pioneer Rd, New Glarus Director 608-558-8614
Anthony Anderson N1192 Honey Creek Rd, Monroe Director 608-214-1008

DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein. Green County
| DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2
testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled
samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.

Description Price Sample Type
MUN/Milking Cows S.25 Milk
Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $5.00 Milk
Pregnancy Blood Samples $5.25 Blood Serum
BVD $5.00 Milk
Johnes $5.00 Milk
Leukosis $5.00 Milk

Mastititis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph

Aureus, & Strep Uberis) $30.00 Milk

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens— detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis & $40.00 Milk
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast)

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and
| individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd
| health, genetics, and milk production.
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Extension Green County Office

Extension Justice Center
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 2841 6th Street, Monroe, WI 53566
GREEN COUNTY

Phone 608-328-9440
Internet: green.extension.wisc.edu

COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF

Jackie McCarville, Dairy Educator & Editor

Victoria Solomon, Community Resource Development Educator
Ellen Andrews, 4-H Youth Development Educator
Bridget Mouchon, Health & Well Being Educator
Kathy Lange, FoodWIlse Nutrition Educator
Maggie Milcarek, FoodWIse Nutrition Coordinator
Jayne Butts, Extension Office Manager
Samantha Wileman, Extension Activity Assistant

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming,
including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements.




