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11/21 Badger Dairy Insight, Udderly 
efficient: management         
strategies for optimal            
performance, Online Webinar, 
11:00am-Noon 

12/27 Youth for Quality Care of 
Animals, Green County Justice 
Center, 10am, register at https://
www.yqcaprogram.org 

12/30 Green County Fair-Market 
Beef Weigh-In,                  
Monroe Equity, 8-10am 

1/16 Badger Dairy Insight,         
Selection of dairy cows for   
consistent performance under 
predictable conditions, Online 
Webinar, 11:00am-Noon 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2: Rolling Herd Average Report  
Page 3:  Somatic Cell Superstars Report 
Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored Breeds 
Page 7:  DHIA Contact Information &     
          Green County DHIA Test Options       
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Economics of Dairy Cattle Hoof Health 
Written by: Eric Ronk, Extension Dairy Outreach Specialist 
and Aerica Bjurstrom, Regional Extension Dairy Educator 

 

 
When it comes to health issues on a dairy farm, lameness is usually a 
main concern along with mastitis and reproductive issues. Lameness 
includes any abnormality which causes a cow to change the way she 
walks. It can be caused by a range of foot and leg conditions including 
foot rot, digital dermatitis, laminitis, and claw disease.  

 

Lameness can be influenced by nutrition, disease, genetic influences, 
management, and environmental factors. Not only does lameness cause 
pain and distress for dairy cattle, but it also has a large economic impact 
on the dairy operation. This fact sheet will mainly focus on the            
economic costs associated with hoof health but it should be noted it can 
be difficult to put a price on lameness due to several compounding    
factors. Lameness is commonly identified by locomotion scoring, but it 
can be difficult to detect until clinical signs are present. There are ranges 
in the literature stating that a case of lameness can cost $90 – $300 
(US$). Even with using $90 per case, the cost to a 300 cow dairy with a 
20 percent incidence rate, would be over $5,400. Some people           
associate treatment as the leading cost of lameness, but there are     
several other areas that cost considerably more money. These include 
reduced milk yield, reduced fertility, increased labor, and increased risk 
of culling.  
 

Reduced Milk Yield: A majority of research papers show that clinical 
lameness reduces milk yield. Lameness can reduce the amount of time 
at the feed bunk and therefore reduce dry matter intake, which is      
correlated with milk production. The amount of milk production lost can 
vary depending whether the study compared lost milk production      
before or after lameness treatments, affected cows versus unaffected 
cows, or predicted milk yield. In a study from 2010, Archer et al., found 
that a severe case of lameness within the first month of lactation could 
reduce 305-day milk yield by 772 pounds. In a different study from 
2008, Bicalho et al., estimated lameness could reduce 305-day milk    
anywhere from 692 – 935 pounds. The reduction in milk yield also     
depends on the type of lesion, with a sole ulcer causing the greatest  
reduction in milk (Table 1). At a milk price of $15.60 per hundredweight 
(cwt.) that would amount to a $198 reduction in milk yield from a single 
sole ulcer case. Another way to look at this is if a 300 cow herd had a 15 
percent incidence rate that could amount to $8,910 per year in milk 
loss.  
 

To continue reading please visit:  https://go.wisc.edu/80kx1r 

https://go.wisc.edu/80kx1r
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $5.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $5.25 Blood Serum 

BVD $5.00 Milk 

Johnes $5.00 Milk 

Leukosis $5.00  Milk 

Mastititis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$30.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  



Extension Green County Office 
Justice Center 
2841 6th Street, Monroe, WI  53566 
 

Phone 608-328-9440 
Internet:  green.extension.wisc.edu 

Green County DHIA Newsletter December 2023 

COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF 
 

Jackie McCarville, Dairy Educator & Editor 

Victoria Solomon, Community Resource Development Educator 

Ellen Andrews, 4-H Youth Development Educator 

           Bridget Mouchon, Health & Well Being Educator 

Kathy Lange, FoodWIse Nutrition Educator 

Maggie Milcarek, FoodWIse Nutrition Coordinator 

Jayne Butts, Extension Office Manager 

Samantha Wileman, Extension Activity Assistant 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming,  
including Title VI, Title IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements.  


