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July 2025 

7/15-
20 

Green County Fair, Monroe 

7/24 Badger Crop Connect, online 
webinar 12:30pm, 

8/5-7 Farm Technology Days, Bear 
Creek, WI 

8/19 Badger Dairy Insight, Summer 
Ventilation in Dairy Buildings, 
online webinar 11am-noon 

8/14 Badger Crop Connect, online 
webinar 12:30pm 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2:  Rolling Herd Average Report
  

Page 3:   Somatic Cell Superstars Re-
port 
 

Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
 

Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored 
Breeds 

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of 
Extension provides equal opportunities in em-

ployment and programming in compliance with 
state and federal law.  

 

 

Negative DCAD Diets for Milk Fever Prevention in Dairy Cattle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milk fever, both clinical and subclinical, can cost dairy produc-
ers approximately $150 per case and may lead to other metabol-
ic issues. A valuable strategy to reduce milk fever cases on 
farms is the use of DCAD diets. Dietary Cation Anion Differ-
ence (DCAD) refers to the balance between cations (potassium 
and sodium) and anions (chloride and sulfur) in a cow’s diet. By 
feeding prefresh (21 days from calving) animals a low DCAD 
diet, dairy producers can help prevent the occurrence of milk 
fever.   

How it Works: Calculating DCAD 
DCAD is a calculation used to determine the balance of posi-
tively and negatively charged ions in a diet.  Anions (negatively 
charged ions) include chloride (Cl) and sulfur (S), while cations 
(positively charged ions) include sodium (Na) and potassium 
(K).   

To calculate DCAD, we subtract the total amount of anions in 
the diet from the total amount of cations.  If there are more ani-
ons than cations, the DCAD value is negative, indicating we 
have created a negative DCAD diet.  

DCAD = (Na + K) – (Cl + S)   

How it Works: Negative DCAD and the Cow’s Response 
A negative DCAD diet helps prevent milk fever by increasing 
the availability of calcium that cows can access when needed at 
calving.   

This starts with formulating a negative DCAD diet.  By feeding 
minerals that contain chloride and/or sulfur – commonly re-
ferred to as anionic minerals – we introduce a high level of ani-
ons into the cow’s system.  In response, the cow’s body enters a 
state of metabolic acidosis, triggering two key changes:  
1. Urine pH decreases  
2.   Blood pH decreases  
Lower blood pH makes bones and kidneys more responsive to 
Parathyroid Hormone (PTH).  This is important because PTH 
interacts with the bones to increase its release of calcium from 
bone stores.  Additionally, PTH works within the kidney to in-
crease signals to the digestive tract to increase absorption of cal-
cium from the diet.   

To continue reading: https://go.wisc.edu/7wk910  

https://go.wisc.edu/7wk910
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $6.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $6.00 Blood Serum 

BVD $7.00 Milk 

Johnes $7.00 Milk 

Leukosis $7.00  Milk 

Mastitis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$34.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

Single Mastitis (Detects M bovis or Staph aureus) $10.00 Milk 

A1/A2 Sample Diagnostics $10.00 Milk, Blood Serum 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  
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