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5/20 Badger Dairy Insight, Asking the 
Right Questions Before Investing 
in Automation, online webinar, 
11am  

5/22 Badger Crop Connect, webinar, 
12:30pm,  
https://
cropsandsoils.extension.wisc.edu 

5/31 Green County Breakfast on the 
Farm, N303 Cty Rd HK, Monroe 

6/11-
6/12 

Four State Dairy Nutrition  
Conference, LaCrosse, WI 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2:  Rolling Herd Average Report
  

Page 3:   Somatic Cell Superstars Re-
port 
 

Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
 

Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored 
Breeds 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in 

employment and programming, including Title VI, Title 
IX, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and     

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requirements  

 

 

Navigating Low Colostrum Yields in Dairy Cows 

Written by: Katelyn Goldsmith 
Colostrum is an essential source of nutrients, antibodies, and growth factors 
that set calves up for a strong start to life. Years of research have consistently 
shown the most critical management factor for calf health and survival is 
providing early, adequate volumes of high-quality colostrum. 

Despite this, many farms experience a common issue that leaves farmers and 
calf managers scratching their heads – declines in colostrum production during 
the fall and winter months. This problem can make it difficult to quickly feed 
calves high quality colostrum in adequate quantities. 

In the last decade, more research has focused on uncovering why colostrum 
production drops in the fall and winter months. While multiple factors seem to 
play into this phenomenon, researchers have discovered a relationship with 
photoperiod and temperature-humidity index (THI). Photoperiod, simply de-
fined as daylight length, begins decreasing in late June and reaches its shortest 
length in December. In addition, THI, a measure of heat and humidity expo-
sure, is greatest in the summer months. These two factors together have been 
associated with colostrum yield. 

A study by Gavin and colleagues in Texas examined a herd of approximately 
2,500 cows to better understand factors affecting colostrum yield. Over the year
-long study, they found that average colostrum yield per cow was highest in 
June at 6.6 kg (14.5 lb), and lowest in December at 2.5 kg (5.5 lb). Additional-
ly, they noted that cows in their second or later lactation experienced a greater 
seasonal decline in colostrum yield than first-lactation cows. They observed 
that shorter photoperiod length and lower THI were significantly associated 
with lower yields. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To finish reading: https://go.wisc.edu/d48uab 

https://go.wisc.edu/d48uab
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $6.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $6.00 Blood Serum 

BVD $7.00 Milk 

Johnes $7.00 Milk 

Leukosis $7.00  Milk 

Mastitis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$34.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

Single Mastitis (Detects M bovis or Staph aureus) $10.00 Milk 

A1/A2 Sample Diagnostics $10.00 Milk, Blood Serum 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  
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