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8/21 Green County Beef Producers  
Steak Out, Green County Fair-
grounds, 4:30-8:30pm 

8/28 Badger Crop Connect, online 
webinar 12:30pm 

9/11 Badger Crop Connect, online 
webinar 12:30pm 

9/16 Badger Dairy Insight, Boosting 
Fertility of Dairy Cows Through 
Better Semen Handling, online 
webinar 11am-noon 

 

Upcoming Events    

What’s Inside? 

Page 2:  Rolling Herd Average Report
  

Page 3:   Somatic Cell Superstars Re-
port 
 

Page 4 & 5:  
       Production Report-Holsteins  
 

Page 6: 
       Production Report– Colored 
Breeds 

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of 
Extension provides equal opportunities in em-

ployment and programming in compliance with 
state and federal law.  

 

 

Corn Silage Cutting Height Calculator- 
Background and Guide 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whole-plant corn silage is an important part of the diets of dairy cows, that 
provides a significant source of energy to support milk production. Improv-
ing nutritive value, and therefore energy potential, can maximize the bene-
fits of home-grown forages and reduce reliance on purchased feeds. Regard-
less, the nutritive value of corn silage varies widely, and there are many 
strategies that producers can use to manipulate corn silage nutritive value. 

Increasing cutting height during harvest is an alternative producers may use 
to improve corn silage nutritive value, since silage harvested at greater cut-
ting heights have greater starch concentrations and NDF digestibility 
(NDFD; Wu and Roth, 2003). However, these improvements come at the 
expense of lower dry matter (DM) yield when farmers increase cutting 
height (Wu and Roth, 2003). Furthermore, producers may struggle to decide 
how much they should increase cutting height. Thus, a tool to help farmers 
estimate how increasing cutting height can change the nutrient composition 
and DM yield would be valuable to improve decision making. 

Cutting Height Facts 

1. The stalk of corn plants is less digestible. The stalk of corn plants 
contains greater concentrations of NDF, ADF and lignin (Tolera and 
Sundstøl, 1999) which are less digestible or cannot be digested by dairy 
cows. 

2. Increasing cutting height increases the proportions of leaves and 
grain in whole-plant corn silage. At greater cutting heights more of 
the stalk is left in the field, meaning there is less stalk to dilute leaves 
and grain (Wu and Roth, 2003). This increases starch concentration, 
along with NDFD, of high cut corn silage. 

3. Increasing cutting height may support greater milk production. The 
greater energy content of corn silage with greater starch concentration 
and NDFD may improve productivity by dairy cows. Feeding dairy 
cows corn silage harvested at 18 in compared to 5 in improved total 
tract NDFD, milk production, and feed efficiency (Neylon and Kung, 
2003). 

4. Increasing cutting height decreases DM yield. Since more material is 
left in the field at greater cutting heights, DM yield is reduced (Wu and 
Roth, 2003). This highlights the trade-off of increasing cutting height 
and must be considered by producers. 

5. Low DM yield increases the cost of silage. Although producers har-
vest less silage when they increase cutting height, the cost of production 
and harvesting per area of corn remains the same. That means that the 
price per ton of corn silage produced at greater cutting heights is greater 
compared to lower cutting heights with greater DM yields.   

6. Cutting height usually does not affect fermentation. Although in-
creasing cutting height also increases DM concentration, fermentation 
generally does not change when corn silage is harvested at greater cut-
ting heights (Diepersloot et al., 2025). 

 

To continue reading: https://go.wisc.edu/h37vh8  

https://go.wisc.edu/h37vh8
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DID YOU KNOW GREEN COUNTY DHIA OFFERS MORE THAN JUST MILK TESTING?  

Milk Testing provides the benefits that include milk weights, somatic cell count, butterfat, and protein.  Green County 

DHIA also has the capability to pregnancy check (milk and blood serum); test for Johnes (milk sample); and do A1/A2 

testing, BVD, Leukosis, and MUN (milk samples). Mastitis samples can test for 4 or 16 pathogens along with pooled 

samples. Diagnostics can easily be tested with milk samples pulled on test day.  

Description Price Sample Type 

MUN/Milking Cows $.25 Milk 

Milk Pregnancy Test 1-10 Samples $6.00 Milk 

Pregnancy Blood Samples $6.00 Blood Serum 

BVD $7.00 Milk 

Johnes $7.00 Milk 

Leukosis $7.00  Milk 

Mastitis Contagious 4-Panel (4 Pathogents-detects M bovis, Strep Ag., Staph 
Aureus, & Strep Uberis) 

$34.00 Milk 

Mastitis Complete 16 PCR (16 Pathogens– detects Staph aureus, Strep ag.,     
Prototheca, Staph species, Strep dysgalactiae, Strep uberis, Klebsiella pneumoniae 
& oxytoca, E coli, M bovis, Corynebacterium bovis, Enterococcus faecalis &        
faecium, Serratia marcescens, Arcanobacterium pyogenes & Peptostreptococcus 
indolicus, Steph beta-lactamase gene, Mycoplasma species, and Yeast) 

$40.00 Milk 

Single Mastitis (Detects M bovis or Staph aureus) $10.00 Milk 

A1/A2 Sample Diagnostics $10.00 Milk, Blood Serum 

Dairy record keeping not only benefits the farmer but the cows as well to better understand the herd as a whole and 
individual cows. Farmers can keep better data and records on cows, calves, heifers and even bulls to improve herd 
health, genetics, and milk production.  
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